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Notes on Contributors

CHEYENNE BONNELL came to Grand Valley with the intention of kicking some butt and
taking some names – in art that is. For the last two years she has focused in on the human body
and self-portraiture with the intention of using the physical as a landscape for the emotional and
experiential. With high hopes and higher aspirations she’s leaving college with plans on buying
a one-way ticket to Scotland to attend graduate school and find a place to settle down.
THOMAS CONSIGLIO is in his fourth year at Grand Valley where he’s studied English, Film
and Video, and Creative Writing. He hopes, someday, to be able to support himself just by his
writing alone.
JESSICA DEWENT is a senior majoring in Creative Writing.
DAN FISHER dances to Fleetwood Mac and cries to Bruce Springsteen. He’s best known for
his enthusiasm in bacon, beards, and being a badass.
RACHEL GLEASON comes from the land of ice cream and moo cows. She enjoys slam poetry
and giving people the stank eye, but only if they deserve it. Rachel is an active couch surfer, operating mainly in the greater Grand Rapids area. Things that can be found in the bed of her white
pickup truck, or “Old Pearl”, include bales of hay, guitars, decorative mugs, and extra t-shirts.
KENDEL GOONIS is a senior creative writing major at Grand Valley State and hails from
Sterling Heights, Michigan. She enjoys breakfast food, Woody Allen and aspires to be a writer
for Saturday Night Live in the near future.
JACOB GRISWOLD is an accountant and a poet who grew up in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
and aspires to becoming a CPA, an adoptive dad, and a transforming influence in the world.
After graduation in May, he plans to marry his godly and beautiful fiancée, Christine Elizabeth
Flynn.
TOM GUNNELS chooses not to wear contacts because, without his glasses, his eyes appear far
too close together. Tom does his own laundry. He currently lives with his two cats, Maximus and
Buttons Marie.
LINDSAY GUYNN —“When I was a kid I thought being an artist was going to be the easiest
and most fun career I could choose for myself. Then going through training in high school and
now through college I think I might have been living in a fantasy world. The only blessing was
having natural talent for art, and through the power of three along strong support from family
and friends I have persevered through the hardest and most stressful four years of my life. Soon
I will graduate with a BFA degree in Printmaking and start the even more stressful and difficult
task of making a place for myself in the art world. I don’t know about you but I’m starting to see
a pattern for life here.”
MADELEINE HART is a Professional Writing major from Ada. She appreciates good music,
fall colors, and proper semi-colon usage. Her favorite animal is the killer whale.
EMMA LOUISE HIGGINS — “I am not very good looking, luckily all my friends are- this
way they feel better about themselves, and I get to look at beautiful things. I am the sort of person
that you imagine would like the ocean. I do not, I would categorize it as a main fear, I like vastness but not on that mind-fucking scale. I live in London with the hippies and the dregs. When
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I am in America I am nocturnal; they don’t tolerate that in England so I wake up with the rest of
the country. If I could write I’d do that instead but painting turns more heads.”
LUKE MICHAEL HOTWAGNER lives in dreams and visions. A year ago, he started his own
photography business, but it should not shadow over the area where his true passion lies – writing. He hopes that some day a publisher will pick up one of his stories. You can visit his website
at www.lukemhotwagner.com.
KRISTINA JELUSO —“As a photographer and artist, I try to capture many different emotions
in my work, usually using some aspect of nature as I do so. Much of my enjoyment comes through
working along side a variety of people from all areas of life. In the majority of my photographs,
my aim is to show the beauty that can be found in life. Many Americans are often too busy and
preoccupied with the ‘things’ in life. I present my artwork in hopes of providing an escape from
the many demands that press upon our lives. This effort has created many photographs that I
hope remind people of the good that life has to offer.”
RACHEL KAUFF — “When I make work, it represents the product of 20 years of long car
trips. The trips begin with the monotony of the familiar landscape; the same rhythm of buildings
and power lines that I have known, but home soon gives way to new fields and foreign water towers. The moving panorama of fields, grain bins, cities, forests, and strip malls of middle America
is powerful and mesmerizing, but above all unsettling. Once removed from the familiarity that
lends the landscape invisibility, the built world seems less benign. In my work I am interested in
the landscape and how the history of our relationship with our surroundings has been forgotten
as we live in a world that is almost entirely constructed. Nature becomes an artificial construct
that divides the human and natural worlds in a way that allows us to forget our past.” Rachel
Kauff is in her junior year pursuing a BFA with emphasis in printmaking.
BEN KLEYN is a film and video major who enjoys looking for the exception to the rule.
CASSIDY KNIGHT is a Senior at Grand Valley majoring in Film and Video. Upon graduating, he hopes to move to Portland, Oregon and open up a vegan bakery-cafe, but he’ll probably
end up in LA as an ‘Assistant to the Second 2nd Assistant Director’ on the latest Owen Wilson
movie. Either way, he’ll take these words with him: ‘Look at what you want, not at what you are,
not at what you’ll be. Anything you do, let it come from you - then it will be new. Give us more
to see.’
SARAH LAMAN — “I purchased my first camera in the early years of high school, for reasons
that aren’t particularly spectacular. Digital cameras were finally becoming mildly affordable and
it was kind of a spontaneous purchase after getting my first job. I started experimenting with it
pretty quickly, by taking pictures of meaningless things upside down, you know, running water
from a faucet, etc. The meaning behind my images came later, as I learned more about art and
composition. I always enjoyed experimenting with other art forms, but as I learned more about
photography, it developed an unexplainable kind of appeal to me. In recent years, the Internet
and websites such as Flickr revealed to me the endless possibilities offered in post-production
digital photography. I now offer services taking senior portraits, weddings, and family photos, as
well as pursuing my own artistic endeavors. I encourage anyone that’s interested in seeing more
of my work to visit www.sarahlamanphotography.com. Thanks.”
KARLA LAMB — As an emerging Chicana poet, Karla Lamb believes in art as a form of
activism. With a degree in Creative Writing, experience performing, and extensive community
involvement, Karla hopes to thrive at the forefront of a new poetic consciousness.
MARGARET LARABEL is an illustrator who has studied in New York and Michigan. She
received her BFA from Grand Valley State University in 2009. Dreams and music are what
inspires her images.

87

Notes on Contributors

CHEYENNE BONNELL came to Grand Valley with the intention of kicking some butt and
taking some names – in art that is. For the last two years she has focused in on the human body
and self-portraiture with the intention of using the physical as a landscape for the emotional and
experiential. With high hopes and higher aspirations she’s leaving college with plans on buying
a one-way ticket to Scotland to attend graduate school and find a place to settle down.
THOMAS CONSIGLIO is in his fourth year at Grand Valley where he’s studied English, Film
and Video, and Creative Writing. He hopes, someday, to be able to support himself just by his
writing alone.
JESSICA DEWENT is a senior majoring in Creative Writing.
DAN FISHER dances to Fleetwood Mac and cries to Bruce Springsteen. He’s best known for
his enthusiasm in bacon, beards, and being a badass.
RACHEL GLEASON comes from the land of ice cream and moo cows. She enjoys slam poetry
and giving people the stank eye, but only if they deserve it. Rachel is an active couch surfer, operating mainly in the greater Grand Rapids area. Things that can be found in the bed of her white
pickup truck, or “Old Pearl”, include bales of hay, guitars, decorative mugs, and extra t-shirts.
KENDEL GOONIS is a senior creative writing major at Grand Valley State and hails from
Sterling Heights, Michigan. She enjoys breakfast food, Woody Allen and aspires to be a writer
for Saturday Night Live in the near future.
JACOB GRISWOLD is an accountant and a poet who grew up in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
and aspires to becoming a CPA, an adoptive dad, and a transforming influence in the world.
After graduation in May, he plans to marry his godly and beautiful fiancée, Christine Elizabeth
Flynn.
TOM GUNNELS chooses not to wear contacts because, without his glasses, his eyes appear far
too close together. Tom does his own laundry. He currently lives with his two cats, Maximus and
Buttons Marie.
LINDSAY GUYNN —“When I was a kid I thought being an artist was going to be the easiest
and most fun career I could choose for myself. Then going through training in high school and
now through college I think I might have been living in a fantasy world. The only blessing was
having natural talent for art, and through the power of three along strong support from family
and friends I have persevered through the hardest and most stressful four years of my life. Soon
I will graduate with a BFA degree in Printmaking and start the even more stressful and difficult
task of making a place for myself in the art world. I don’t know about you but I’m starting to see
a pattern for life here.”
MADELEINE HART is a Professional Writing major from Ada. She appreciates good music,
fall colors, and proper semi-colon usage. Her favorite animal is the killer whale.
EMMA LOUISE HIGGINS — “I am not very good looking, luckily all my friends are- this
way they feel better about themselves, and I get to look at beautiful things. I am the sort of person
that you imagine would like the ocean. I do not, I would categorize it as a main fear, I like vastness but not on that mind-fucking scale. I live in London with the hippies and the dregs. When

86

fishladder

I am in America I am nocturnal; they don’t tolerate that in England so I wake up with the rest of
the country. If I could write I’d do that instead but painting turns more heads.”
LUKE MICHAEL HOTWAGNER lives in dreams and visions. A year ago, he started his own
photography business, but it should not shadow over the area where his true passion lies – writing. He hopes that some day a publisher will pick up one of his stories. You can visit his website
at www.lukemhotwagner.com.
KRISTINA JELUSO —“As a photographer and artist, I try to capture many different emotions
in my work, usually using some aspect of nature as I do so. Much of my enjoyment comes through
working along side a variety of people from all areas of life. In the majority of my photographs,
my aim is to show the beauty that can be found in life. Many Americans are often too busy and
preoccupied with the ‘things’ in life. I present my artwork in hopes of providing an escape from
the many demands that press upon our lives. This effort has created many photographs that I
hope remind people of the good that life has to offer.”
RACHEL KAUFF — “When I make work, it represents the product of 20 years of long car
trips. The trips begin with the monotony of the familiar landscape; the same rhythm of buildings
and power lines that I have known, but home soon gives way to new fields and foreign water towers. The moving panorama of fields, grain bins, cities, forests, and strip malls of middle America
is powerful and mesmerizing, but above all unsettling. Once removed from the familiarity that
lends the landscape invisibility, the built world seems less benign. In my work I am interested in
the landscape and how the history of our relationship with our surroundings has been forgotten
as we live in a world that is almost entirely constructed. Nature becomes an artificial construct
that divides the human and natural worlds in a way that allows us to forget our past.” Rachel
Kauff is in her junior year pursuing a BFA with emphasis in printmaking.
BEN KLEYN is a film and video major who enjoys looking for the exception to the rule.
CASSIDY KNIGHT is a Senior at Grand Valley majoring in Film and Video. Upon graduating, he hopes to move to Portland, Oregon and open up a vegan bakery-cafe, but he’ll probably
end up in LA as an ‘Assistant to the Second 2nd Assistant Director’ on the latest Owen Wilson
movie. Either way, he’ll take these words with him: ‘Look at what you want, not at what you are,
not at what you’ll be. Anything you do, let it come from you - then it will be new. Give us more
to see.’
SARAH LAMAN — “I purchased my first camera in the early years of high school, for reasons
that aren’t particularly spectacular. Digital cameras were finally becoming mildly affordable and
it was kind of a spontaneous purchase after getting my first job. I started experimenting with it
pretty quickly, by taking pictures of meaningless things upside down, you know, running water
from a faucet, etc. The meaning behind my images came later, as I learned more about art and
composition. I always enjoyed experimenting with other art forms, but as I learned more about
photography, it developed an unexplainable kind of appeal to me. In recent years, the Internet
and websites such as Flickr revealed to me the endless possibilities offered in post-production
digital photography. I now offer services taking senior portraits, weddings, and family photos, as
well as pursuing my own artistic endeavors. I encourage anyone that’s interested in seeing more
of my work to visit www.sarahlamanphotography.com. Thanks.”
KARLA LAMB — As an emerging Chicana poet, Karla Lamb believes in art as a form of
activism. With a degree in Creative Writing, experience performing, and extensive community
involvement, Karla hopes to thrive at the forefront of a new poetic consciousness.
MARGARET LARABEL is an illustrator who has studied in New York and Michigan. She
received her BFA from Grand Valley State University in 2009. Dreams and music are what
inspires her images.

87

notes on contributers

UMA J. MISHRA – “I like to walk and listen. I like to pretend that I am amorphous and I can
go anywhere my universe takes me. I am a voracious reader and so enjoy diving into a new book
or revisiting old ones. I love music and nature; I think they fit pretty well together. I love the
power that the visual arts have on people. I enjoy finding that place where I can communicate
and relay the moments I see to the world around me. My present is spent studying, reading,
taking photographs, and exploring new experiences. The future is limitless and for this, I am
grateful.”
JOE MONTGOMERY graduated this Fall with a BA in English Literature. He lives in Grand
Rapids with his wife, Rachel.
JOEY SALAMON is a senior emphasizing in illustration in the art and design program. He
specializes in collage where he creates large-scale pieces of artwork out of small (1” x 1”) pieces
of paper, poster board, and paint samples. One day he will be so immensely successful, it will be
disgusting. You should probably buy one of his collages, or three, because soon they will go for
AT LEAST $15 trillion-billion-trillion.
DANIEL SCHOOLCRAFT is a senior writing major who uniquely embodies two stereotypes
simultaneously, that of shameless nerd and overbearing jock. He is profoundly addicted to coffee, has an unhealthy fascination with birds, and has no idea how he will react when he pursues
his MFA and plunges into a world bereft of collegiate rowing. He has ten zebra finches and one
albino society finch which he thought was a zebra finch.
CARA STODDARD is 23, from Rockford, Michigan, and traveled to Ghana during the summer of 2007 as part of the Lilly Project. As a child of the 80s, she was extremely fascinated with
those Pin Art frames that resembled a miniature Bed of Nails. She hopes that someday her writing will be like leaving an imprint of her face on those Pin Art Frames, so the next person who
comes by can know a piece of her and then revise her ideas with their own imprint.
BRIANNA THIEL is a junior art history major and writing minor from Grand Rapids, Michigan.
BREEANN VEENSTRA graduated from Grand Valley State University’s Art & Design program in December 2009 with an emphasis in Illustration. She is continuously inspired by the
natural world and its wildlife as well as the unending possibilities of combining these with the
surreal and fantastical. Consequently, BreeAnn thoroughly enjoys including imaginative or fantastical elements in her illustrations. More of her works can be found online at http://www.
lullafly.com
STEPHANIE VOELCK has existed for 22 years, most of which was spent in Flint Michigan.
Since escaped she spends her time making art, making pizzas and making messes, most of which,
you decide which, she’s gotten better at. Currently a senior she intends to graduate someday with
a BFA in Painting and Art Education. This summer she’ll be at Spring Hill summer camp, working with teens. Then she will spend a year figuring out what is worth saying with paint. After that
is student teaching. Meanwhile living with all her best friends where they dream about owning
a business. They will never leave each other, sell handmade objects, make good food, and clean
up as many messes in the world as possible. They realize they do this now, unpaid, give or take
a little bit.
MACASKILL WRIGHT is a senior in the Anthropology Department. He makes sweet-ass
illustrations in his spare time.
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